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skimmed the chassis of our motor cars travelling at high speed
by night, came out from their lairs and joined the insurgents.

For the most part Korfanty's army consisted of youngsters
under twenty years of age. Some were armed with Mauser
rifles, but many with great clubs cut from the forests. Their
disorderly ranks marched through the villages burning the
homesteads of German citizens. Arson was accompanied by
rape and murder. Even German foremen who had served both
the workmen and the German owners for many years were
hurled down the pit shafts. Foresters were butchered to make
a Polish holiday. Near Kattowitz a handful of Italian soldiers
formed a thin line across the toad to prevent the passage of the
insurgents. Seventeen soldiers against a horde of hooligans.
The Poles opened fire and murdered them to a man, marching
over their dead bodies.

The sphinx-like President of the Commission, master of
diplomacy and of the situation, with fine rhetoric denounced
lawlessness, but permitted day after day futile adjournments
of the Commission to take place while the insurgents with
ammunition, guns, and rifles stalked westwards towards the very
centre of Government itself.

The British and Italian Commissioners sought to bring an end
to procrastination, and could only protest with unconcealed
rage, yet were powerless to act without the authority of their
respective Governments, I telegraphed vainly for instructions,
and my telegrams which were sent over the wires via France were
mutilated so that they became indecipherable, or were delayed
for hours.

The Italian Commissioner shut himself up in his house in a
fit of temper, while the British Commissioner retired to his bed
with symptoms of migraine. He was an exhausted man after
eighteen months of procrastination and of half-hearted support
from his Government at home, and when I went to his bedside
on the evening of the 3rd May he was indeed a very sick man.

Alone, at least as one prepared to act, I had all the facts of the
situation. Alone I knew of all the events throughout this vast
territory. Alone I knew that the Germans had armed themselves
in defence of their fatherland. Their secret organization had
been prepared as a foil to that of Korfanty, and now the Com-
mission and its officers were to be made ridiculous in the eyes of
the world, while, resulting from the Treaty of Versailles, Germans
and Poles commenced a new war upon one another. I knew